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SUMMARY OF POLITI¢ 
Mitirary APrAIRs. fa pages 395 
and 455, and the following ones, will be 





found what I have, in this volume, alreacy - 
sulunitted to. the public from my own pen, . 


relative to military affairs, and particularly, 
as to what ought now to be-done in order to 
obtain an efficient and permanent army. 
From my ¢errespondents I have had the ho- 
nour of communicating to the public many 
very ingenious and valuable papers. See, for 
instance, pages 412, 416, 462, and in the 
whole of the preceding sheet, from page 
497 tothe end of page 512. In the-present 
sheet also the reader will find a letter upon 
the same subject, from a correspondent, who 
had attention paid to him in page 412. As 
the far greater part of these communications 
conjain remarks upov what 1 have advanced 
as my opinion, I ‘should. here endeavour to 
answer such parts.of them.as appear to,stand 
1 need of an answer; but, for the present 
‘eek, this must be postponed ; because the 
a promulgated in the. speech of Mr. 
‘Vindham certainly commapds the prece- 
This speech, which was made in 
(he House of Commons, cn Thursday, the 
3d instant, has put us in possession of the 
tutentions of the ministry with regard to the 
hew-inodelling of the army; and, though 
every report of a speech, nist be imperfect, 
we max, with sutiicient accuracy, now state 
what these intentions. are, taking the subject 
under the. four heads, in which it vaturally 
divides itself. : 
1, Tae Recusar Army is.to have no.ad- 
dition in the pay of the soldiers. he 
pay of the afficers is left for future con- 
sideration; but,.it is intimated that a 
better provision, .than that which at 
present exists, will. be made for officers’ 
widows. The soldiers wlio shall bere- 
afier enter the service are to be enlisted 
for 7 years, at the end of which period 
they are to be entitled to their discharge 
and are to acquire the right of following 
any trade in any place where they may 
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choose to settle. If, atthe end of 7 
years, the solder ch ouses to enter upon 
dhother term of 7 yeas, he is, during 
this second sere, to reecive 6 ‘ aw eck 
additional pav; and, if he chodses to 
take his discharge at the end of it, he is 
to have a smal} pension for life, in addi- 
tion to the right acquired by the first se- 
ven years service. If, at the end of the 
second period, he chooses to enter for a 
third period of seven years, he is, during 
this third period, or term, to receive 1s. 
a week additional pay ; he is, besides, 
~ to acqaire the right before-mentioned, 

and is to have a pension of a shilling a 
day tor lite. As to the soldiets who 
are already in the regular army, they 
are to acquire no right whatever of de- 
manding their discharge; but, the 
King and Parliament, or, in better 
phrase, the Country, in its bounty, will 
make them immediately feel the advan- 
tages of the new system; for, all those 
who have now served seven yeats and 
less than fourteen. years ave to be put 
immediately upon the listof the Od. a 
week additional pay; and «ll those who 
have served fourteen years and upwards 
ave to be put upon the list of 1s. a week 
additional pay. Besides this, which is 





certainly. a pure bounty, on the part of 


the country, the s¢ oldiers already enlisted 
will see, in- the new system, a better 
prospect for the future. The Chelsea 
allowances are to be augmented. Some 
pensioners are to have Gd. others od. 
and others Is. a day; and, this aug- 
mentation is to commence in anediately, 
and is to operate in favour of those whe 
are already pensioners. 

Il Tue Mrxitta is to be suffered to sink 
somewhat nearer to its original number 
ot A0.000 men ; and (for which Jet, all 
the nation be grateful!) the detestuble 
ballot is to cease ; if is to be ahnihilated 
by law; it is not to be revived; itagno 
lounges te hang over. the heads af-the 
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fathers and the sons. When vacancies 
oceur, they are, in. future to be filled 
up by recruiting at a limited bounty. 

Iv. Tae Vorusrters are (thank God!) 
no longer to drain us through the means 
‘of the tax-gatherer ; they are no longer 
to hafrass the people by dunning sub- 
scriptions; and, they are no longer to 
insult the army by assuming the com- 
mand of its ofheers. Clothing for 
this year only they are to have; but 
for no longer. They are to have no 
more pay or allowances. All their 
swarm of toad-cating inspectors are to 
be put upon real military duty, or are 
to cease to receive pay and allowances, 
The government will furnish with 
arms such of them as choose to remain 
embodied and to.attend to orders is- 
sued ; and, if they so remain, they are 
to be exempted from the duty of train- 
ing (to be hereafter spoken of); but, 
all the expenses attendant upon their 
assembling as Volunteers are to be de- 
frayed by themselves———As to rank, 
no one is hereafter to receive rank in 








the Volunteers higher than. that of 


Captain; and, with regard to the rela- 


tive rank of those who already have’ 


commissions, no. volunteer officer, 
whatever his rank may be, is to take 
command of any officer in the regulars, 
unless such regular officer be below the 
rank of Captain; and,. moreover, no 
regular officer, however low his rank 
may be, who happens to have the com- 
mand of a whole corps, is, during such 
command, to be lable to be commanded 
by any officer of Volunteers. 

IV. Armen Innasirants. Some bet- 
ter name should be found out for this 
class of the military force. Mr. Wind- 
ham did not seem to know very well 
by what words to designate it. I have 
great objection to “ armed-peasantry.”’ 
The last is a word which the people of 
England do not understand ; and, the 
name is certainly not the better for 
having been so long applied by us to the 
armed population of those countries, 
which, one after another, have fallen 
under the arms of that enemy, against 
whose attacks, it is our object to be 
prepared. ‘* Leyy-en-masse”’ is still 
worse, I wish sonie short phrase, tru- 
ly expressive of the thing were found 
out and adopted. Much depends on 
words. Much, in this case, will depend 
“upon the, mere name. But, at all 
events, it should be English, and in the 
English taste; that is to say, it should 
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require as little breath as possible in the 

pronunciation.of It.———This force is to 

_,cousist of persons. not enlisted into ei- 

ther army or militia; not clothed a 

the public.expense; not required to 

weat_any thing by way. of uniform, 

not expected to be embodied in batta- 

lious ;, but. merely to be assembled jn 

order to learn.to shoot, or to use a pike; 

end, intended to aid the army in case ot 

acttial invasion. « ‘Uhis training is, how- 

ever, to be compulsory ; and, in order 

to ascertain who are to be first trained, 

a bailot 1s to be resorted to. Mr. 

Windham proposes, first to divide the 

people imto four classes, according to 

age, from 16 to 40 years, taking none 

younger than the former and none older 

than the latter. Next, the King in 

council js to judge as to the number to 

be called out for training ; and, it is 

supposed, that 200,000 will, at first, 

be sufficient. ‘The rolls being ready, 

the particular persons will soon be fix- 

_edupon, The time for which they are 

to be called out'is to be 20 half days in 

the year; and each man is to be allow- 

eda shilling for each half day. When a 

man has undergone one year’s training, 

he is not again to be called upon. The 

persons who are. to attend. the drills, 

and, indeed, to teach the men what they 

are to be taught, are to be detached tor 

that purpose from the Militia regiments, 

and frum the second battalions of the 
regulars, 

In remarking upon this plan, in which 
we may and must observe generally, that 
there is much good, we will take the heads 
in the inverted order, beginning, of course, 
with the Armed. Inhabitants, or, which per- 
haps would be a better and a very good 
name, and none the worse for being a simple 
one, the Trained-AJen ; to begin with these, 
the plan, as far as it goes, is certainly an ex- 
cellent one. The ballot, as thus applied, 
has in it nothing frightful or odious, except 
its mere sound; but, so hateful, so truly de- 
testable, and ‘worthy of detestation, is this 
sound become, that it were anxiously to .be 
wished, that rod/, and its derivatives, eould 
be employed in its stead.. The pay, how- 
ever, 13, in my opinion, by no mieatis neces- 
sary. There aré 52 Sundays im a year; 
and, itis hard indeed, if the one quarter part 
of these days cannot be bestowed upon the 
learning of that which is necessary to the 
defence of thecountsy. ‘Fhe pay will tend 
to degrade the duty; which is, besides, 5° 
| very. light, that it does in faet, call for no 
| pay whatever, especially -when it comes 12 
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the place, ond will appear to have produced: 


the abolitien of, that accursed "thing called 
the ballot. With respert to the’ persons 
who are -to have the command: at these’ train - 
ines, there requires mmch ‘consideration ; 
‘Yor, however light the dity, there must be 
cummand;: reel command ‘a -povwer of 
compeliing an implicit obedience to orders. 
Mr. Windham will find this to be, by far, 
the most dificult point ; and he will do well 
to make’ the act-annual; for, it is next to 
impossible that difficulties requiring revision 
should net almost immediately arise. Let 
him well consider what: is the sort of man- 
ners,.as.to command, that serjeants and offi- 
cers of the Militia. and of the army will car- 
ry with them to the places of training; and, 
let him consider, what is the sort ot minds 
and of manners that they will there meet 
with. ~Let him reflect on.the degree of pa- 
tience, and, indeed, of wisdom, that will be 
requisite in these officers and serjeants, who, 
though they may, agreeably to his descrip- 
tion, now be gaping like oysters at low 
ebb,” ought, .when they come to the places 
of training, to possess something more than 
the capacity of swallowing, ‘The division of 
the people into classes, according to their 
age, is very judicious ; notthe more so be- 


cause it was so strongly recommended by - 


me, at the time when the first General 
Defence Act was in agitation (see vol. 4 p. 
120) > but, certainly not the less’ so on that 
account. . It may not be amiss to carry the 
age to 40 years; thongh, I should think, 
that between 16 and 30 wonld be quite suf- 
ficient 5 or, at most, an extension to 35. 
That it is every man’s duty to aid'in the de- 
fence of his country there can be no doubt ; 
but, itappears to me, that, by embracing so 
very large a part‘of the people by the clauses 
of an actof parliament; you ran the risk of 
experiencing the-trath of the maxim, that 
* what is every body's business is nobody's 
business,” Lhe rolls should, I, therefore, 
think, be somewhat more select. A man of 
40 wants to have rest of a Sunday; aud, to 
render these ‘Tyained Men as efficient as 
Possible, you should, in every way that you 
Cu, reader their duty pleasant; ‘or, at least, 
hot painful, » And now, as to arms; 1 know 
hot whether Mr. Windham. proposes toe have 
them deposited in'some particular place in 
cach parish, or to leave them in‘the custody 
ot the men+ ‘for myself, “however, I am sa- 
Usted, that they not only ought to be left with 
the men;'during their year of training, but 
that itwould be wise, at the end of the year’s 
rawlings fo muke the arms thé property of 
the man who had Leen trained; and this, to 
**Y Rothing of the utility of ‘the arms in his 





hands, upon occasions of “emergency, would 
be fulbas cheap as paying him for-his time 
at drill. Indeed, as it is the duty of every 


‘man to bear arms for the defence of his 


country, it is evidently his duty, if ,he be 
able, to keep arms in’his house; and if a 
larger proportion of the people, than that 
above described, were to be called out, it 
should be under'the direction and inspection 
of the magistrates, merely to see that they 
hadarms. Let no one talk of the danger 
of trusting the people with arms; for, how 
is it possible to reconcile such a sentiment 
with the principle, whereon alone can be 
maintained the justice of compelling all men 
to bear arms for the defence of their coun- 
try? But, the fact is, that, if there be now 
any such danger, all the schemes tor defend- 
ing the country must be perfectly useless. 
The danger from abroad is now of a magni- 
tude that quite eclipses every danger from 
within. Time was, when the regular army 
and militia were competent to meet all the 
probabledangers from without: this is no 
Jenger the case. The defence of »the King 
and of the kingdom: must now be left to the 
people, to the mass of the people. ‘To do 
any thing that would infer a suspicion of 
their fidelity, of their wish to defend their 
Sovereign and their country, would be the 
height of folly, and particularly at a mo- 
ment, when, in every act, you proclaim, 
that to them you appeal as the only remain- 
ing means of defence.’ The confidence 
should be entire, or there should be none at 
all; for, of a people, defending themselves 
against their will, the idea is perfectly ab- 
surd. I am aware, that a good. deal will 
still be said about the danger of placiig arms 
in the hands of the. people; and,‘the objec- 
tion would be sound, if applied to’ bodies 
distingatished from the rest of the commu- 
nity, for, we have recently seen what yio- 
Jences, what acts of insolence aad eppres- 
sion, what daring defiance of the Jaw 
such bodies, uncontrouled by any military 
code or discipline, are capable of ; but, let 
all the people be armed; let pone be assem- 
bled in bodies distinct from the community ; 
let all that conveniently can, learn expertly 
to use arms, iet there be no militury rank 
amongst them; and, they you need fear no- 
thing from them, unless they are disafiected 
to the state, and, in that case, to arm any 
portion of them, or, which is, ua this respect, 
the same thing, to deposit arinsywithin weir 


reach, must, even upon your own, view of 


the matter, be worse than useless. Bat, 
why have I taken up the reader's time with 
these rémarks? The sef of observations, 
above relerred to, and which will be found 
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between pages 12Q and 127 of Volume IV. 
of the Register, are in the hands of most of 
my readers, ‘Wlicther’ Mr. Windham had 
ever read thosé observations is a question 
that F cannot positively determine; but, if 
he liad not, I must be highly flattered at 
perceiving the exact coincidence, as to out- 
lime at least, between his plan for training 
the people and my plan for effecting that 
pirpose. My project was pretty elaborate; 
it was described under tour heads; and, I 
am of opinion, that the reader will find it 
mote perfect than that of Mr. Windham, 
unless, indeed, which it is fair to suppose, 
much of what he intends in detail has been 
omitted in‘the report of his speech. Upon 
one point, however, we difer: I mean that 
of a/lowences for time spent-at drill, . ob- 
jected to any such allowance; and, when 
the reader has re-perused. the observations, [ 
think he will be of my opinion, — I .stated, as 
will be seen iu Vol. [V. page 124, the ne- 
cessity of a drilling officer and .a drumier 


tor each place of assembling men. for the-| 


purpose of training; and, I recommended, 
that the officer should be appointed by the 
King ; but, I should not, if I had preceeded 
further, have recommended the taking of 
this ofticer from the MNi#a, nor, that I 
know of, from the second battalions of the 
regulars ; assuredly not from the militia! 
The reader will find, in a subsequent page, 
a letter upon this and other topics connected 
with Mr. Windhain’s plan; and, I must 
corifess, that J agree with the writer as to 
what he hgs said respecting the unfitness of 
the militia officers for the purpose here spo- 
ken of, The great secret, however, is, 
how, at these trainings, to insure obedience 
to the commands of the officer ; for, without 
this, you may as well whistle as to pass the 
act of parliament. The dram and the 
standard will not, I hope, be forgotten. 
Their powers are much greater than men ge- 
nerally imagine. My fear is, that this mea- 
sure will, at Jast, be but a half-measure, es- 
pecially when | see a skulking place, as_ my 
correspondent justly calls it, in the Volun- 
teer Corps. _I cannot disfniss this part of 
thesubject, without referting the reader to 
the work of Masox Cartwtent, who has 
written most ably upon the suliject of arm- 


ing thé people, and whose. book;it is impos-. 


sible to read without therefromderiving pro- 


fit. "The Mason Will, wo,-do me the jus-. 


ice to grant, that, in proposing a plan for 
forming a regular army, I always had in view 
this more nymicrous deseription of defensive 
force. I have never, for ane. mement, én+ 
fettained ay Oo eamistthis nation could 
- trusting 







paw &Y 





the people with arms.—~The proposed 
measures relative to the Volunteers must 
meet with the approbation of every sensible 
man in the kingdom. If there is any thine 
to regret, as to this:part of the plan, it is that 
it does not go farenough. To take away 
the allowances, in Kind as well as in money, 
is perfectly yust and politic; the arms might 
have been given to the Volnnteers at once, 
if a law for a general aiming had been 
adopted; but the rank! Oh, Ll would never 
have left any thing resembling rank amonest 
them! ‘ What ! anonl the Commissions |” 
And, why not? Why net anaul them? 
Everyargument in support af lowering the 
rank (for such in ettect is the proposal) is 
an. argument for taking it away altogether. 
What, in all the world, can be found out as 
a@ justification for suffering: any part of this 
rank to remaim ?. That thetaking of it away 
would offend these empty-headed coxcombs, 
who, having no other means of obtaining 
distinction from their brother shop-keepers, 
are enchanted with the titles conferred ou 
then as volunteer officers, one can easily 
conceive; but, that it should offend any mau 
worth conciliating is utterly ineredible. Mr. 
Windham has considered, and truly cons 
dered, this. profusion of militury utles as 


highly injurious to the. regular army ; but, 


itis also highly injurioys to every. mai enti- 
tled to distinction in society, Noblemen 
and gentlemen, by becoming officers of Vo- 
lunteer.Corps (and, as things were, it was 
very difficult to avoid it), placed themselves, 
at once, upon a footing with hair-dressers 
aud pastry-cooks. Thiswas the true /evel- 
ling system, A gentleman frequently me!, 
at @ mess-table, the man, who, in the mon- 
ing, had cut bis hair, or sold his wite a wig ; 
and, | dare say, that scores ot Colonel 
Bixcu’s regument have, made him cy 
‘* coming, Sir!” in six hours. after having 
grounded their arms at his word of com- 
mand. This worthy maker of pastry and vt 
tuttle-soup may now bend the whole ot his 
genius towards those delicious objects; 0 
if he should still uave a taste for colonelling, 

we shall have the satisfaction to know, that 
he cannot crow over efficers of the real ar- 
my. Lord Castlereagh said, that it would. 
have. been more manly to say, at once, that 
the Volunteers were of no-use, and. to have 
dissolved them: by act-of parliament. 5° 4} 
would; but, I should like to know, 18 what 
act of his whole life, Lord-Castlereagh eve 

set an example of manly conduct; and, “ 
might ask: him, whether it was very 212° 
to appeal, apon this occasion, to the passic® 

of these poor empty creatures, who CO 
feel their pride;wounded at being su:ipped 
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Volunteer fank? Nevertheless, dismissed | to have; anid, as to the fear ‘of Hagueting 
the whole of them should have been, if I militia ofheers, what would the. minister 
could have had my will: We have seen have todo but ty open the regular army to 
their bullying advertisements too long. We | them ; [t is downright nonsense to talk of 
have too long endured ‘their insolence, and | a man’s having a taste for the army, and, ‘at 
their violations of the law. We have too | the same lime, to say, that he dislikes the 
Jong seen the scandalous partiality which-has | service of the line. Such aman may have 
been shown towards them. J see no'’reason | @ taste for a red coat and a sash did a covk- 
why any part of the system should remain. ; ade; but, is it not to trifle (oo mach to 
No reason whatever can I see why Colonel | say, that he has a taste for a prilitary life Y 
Birch any more than -his ‘neighbour, the | ——With respect to Mr. Wincham’s plan 
shoe-black, ‘should be exempted from the | for altering the condition of the Regular 
training law. I do not like to see the peo- | Army, first, I think the terms too long. 
le divided inte mere rich and poor, when the | Five years would have been enough for each 
object is to defend the country. This is a | term; for, 1 never “can think that a mean 
very odious principle of distinction. We | above 40 years of age (which is the average 
shall-stitl have Volunteers.. The poor will that fifteen years’ service _would have 
not, indeed, go into those corps, the chiet brought the soldiers to) is so fit for a soldier 
motives being removed; but, the rich will, | #8 a man under that age. ‘The Od. a week 
in order to avoid mixing with the poor inthe , in prospect, and the Is. a week after the 
meetings for training; a motive which did not | second term, will, Tam afraid, do but little 
Lofare erist § Lhe former will pow meet, good, especially in the way ot inducement 
and dress themselves out ; they will congre- | to enter the army now, and that ought to 
gate, and’toast, and ¢uttle more than ever, | have been a main consideration. The bes 
Why these to sorts of armed inhabitants? | ginning immediately to pay this Od. or 1s, to 
Vwo distinct sorts? Que of them under the | men already in the service will, indeed, 
command of an officer appointed by the | have some effect; and, more and better ¢f- 
King, and the other not under the command | fect will be produced by thé intended tmme- 
of an officer appointed by the King; or, at | diafe augmentation of the pensions to the 
least, an officer whois net one of them | present pensioners, and how strenuously J 
wlves? I should not object to a dis- have, at diiterent times, besought the mi- 
inction upon a different principle; but, | nisters to make such an augmentation, my 
the distinction here made is the very | readers will not fail to recollect. Bat, there 
worst that canexist. It is thatof mere mo- | should be an augmentation, and a latte 
ney; and this mehey isto screen the pos- | augmentation, of the number of pensioners. 
cessor from’ being trained by the same sortof ‘Lhe parishes are loadéd with poor wretches, 
authority that a man without money naust | the streets ave lined with untortunate crea- 
submit to. If, as Mason Cagtwiaicnr tures, the marrow of whose bones has been 
proposes, the rich were obliged to perform | wasted in the king's service. Mark the dif- 
a degree of service proportioned to the | ference between their lot and that of super- 
amount of their property, there would be | amnuated disabled tax-gatherers! or a 
some reason and justice in the distinction; | ranyer ef the post-ofhee, Who can no 
but, here, the contrary is the case; the longer follow his occupation, a pension of 
rich, for no other reason than because they | 50]. a year, the newspapers tell us, is now 
are rich, having the privilege to withdraw | tobe provided. Tho highest of Mr. Wind- 
themselves from ‘the training under officers | ham’s Chelsea pensions is not to exceed 
eppointed by the king. If this distinction, | 18L 5s. The pains and vexations, too, attend- 
‘pon the principle which ‘I understand it to | ant upon the receiving of a pension ought to 
be founded: in, be acted upon, be assured, | be removed. ‘Phe poor fellows, who are now 
that the «whole of the plan, as far as relates | upon the out-pension lists, both ef army and 
‘o the arming and training of the people, | mavy, are‘conipelled to beg their way to and 
will fail; another year will waste away in | from Clielséa and Greenwich, ‘We build 
‘ain expéctations, and, perhaps, before tle | docks; imimense docks and warthouses, aitd 
eovernment be convinced of their error, the | our ministers go .in state to lay the cerner 
‘cason: to profit from such convietion will | stones../ We build taxing-shops large as pa- 
have passed. As. to the Militia, the bal- , laces; but, since the days of the Stuarts; 
lot is put an end to forever, Ihope; and, | since that ‘‘ glorious edifice,’ the funding 
lam only: sorry, that any means whatever | system was begon, what have we done 
*¢ to be adopted to keep alive that ¢stablish- | for the army or the navy ? what have we 
ment. Avreguiarermy and an armed peo- | done to render permanent the glory or ‘ihe 
Plc are all the spevies-of foree-tliat we ought | independence ef England? ‘The hospital 
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at Chelsea was boilt, when the standing 
army didnot exceed ten thousand men ; the 
amount of the out-pensiom was, nominally, 
what it. now is, when a penny was worth as 
much ‘as fourpence is worth now ; and, let 
it be observed, that, while the Civil List 
has been repeatedly augmented in nominal 
amvunt, upon the ground of the deprecia- 
tion inthe value of money; while the sala- 
ries of the Judges and other officers apper- 
taining to the executive and judiciary 
branches -have been augmented upon the 
same grounds; while even the pay of the 
soldiers in service has been, for the same 
reason, augmenied, the allowances of Chel- 
sea (except in a trifling instance, and. that 
very jately) has experienced no augmenta- 
tion at all. Of the pay of the officers of the 
army 1 shall not, at present, speak; be» 
cause that must become a separate measure ; 
but, generally, 1 would beg leave to remind 
Mr. Windham, that: money is daily depre- 
crating, and that, if the system, to which 
his noble friend,*‘ whose star has jast beamed 
above the horison,” be persevered in; if 
it were possible to perseverein it, until the 
end of the first term of 7 years, the pro- 
mised Od. a week, which is to’ operate as a 
stimulus to enlistment, will not purchase 
one single quid of tobacco a week. . But, to 
speak ivy mind, I have no confidence in the 
cifect of these refresiing fees. Seven years 
isa long while fur a soldier to look forward 
to for an additional pay otf a penny a day; 
and, especiaily when he considers, that, to 
the enjoyment of that penny a day is at- 
tached the condition of another 7 years ser- 
vice. As the means Of bettering the condi- 
tion of tlre men already m the service, these 
allowances of Gd. and a 1s. to begin imme- 
diately, are very well imagined; but, as 
distant objects, as fature enjoyments, as 
motives tg enlistment, they are, assuredly, 
much too weak to produce the desired ef- 
fect; and they are, besides; and which is, 
indeod, their important deficiency, quite 
inadequate to the purpose of producing a 
sensible and lasting impression on the minds 
of the people, favouratle to the military 
service ; and, they tend not, even in the 
smallest degree, to produce.a common feel- 
ing of interest. between the army.and the 
rest of the» subjects of his Majesty; yet, 
without the existence of this feeling, founded 


in vanent causes, who will say, that,- 


while despotisny is extending its grasp over 
every corner of Earope, an army of 250,000 
men js @ thing to be desired in England? 
T measures will add tathe. pay 


The 
and the pensions of the soldiers; ito the pay 


of ‘the officers something willl ako be added; 
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 @xact proportion that, you augmen 
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something will:.be added to'the pensions of 
the widows-of the officers; the training of 
the people will be cem mitted to officers aps 
reget the king ; the raising of othe mi- 
itia will-new be from fends outiof. the.Ex- 
chequers All this, in’ a :military point: of 
view, is ‘so much‘ of geod ; but, does not 
Mr: Windham;- who,ismost sincerely at 
tached to the liberties.of the »people, see, in 
all thisy: a great and even a-feartul addition 
to: the power: of the crown, «without any 
thing at all to balanceagainst it?) The more 
yeuaugment the emoluments, the-more you 
exalt the character, .of the army, the more 
you swell the power of the crown ; unless 
you take care, that your means of effecting 
this augmentation and this exaltation shal, 
at the same time, entwine the interests and 
feelings of the army withthose of the rest 
of the people; unless you take care, that, 
by the very means that you add to your 
military power, you strengthen the ramparts 
of public liberty. - This double object 
was, I think, provided for, and. eftectu- 
ally provided for,-in the outline of the 
plan proposed- by me, it -beimg contrary 
to nature to .suppose, that an army 
constituted according to that-plas, should 
ever co-operate in destroying, or in diminish- 
ing, the liberties of the people; and, yet, 
there was, at the same time, quite a sutii- 
cient stock of motives provided for insuring 
due obedience to the commands of the mo- 
narch. The doctrine of having one sort of ar- 
my as @ check upon another sort of army was 
intolerably absurd ; but, better those checks 
than to leave an army of 250,000 men, the 
only embodied foree in the country, totally 
cut off from all interests in -common with 
the people... ‘The army, navy,-and orduance 
now cost 40..millions a» years’ Recollect, 
that all the officers in al] these services are 
appointed by the sole will of the, crown ; 
that they. all depend upon the crown for pro- 
motion ; that they. hold»their® commissions 
merely at.the pleasure of the crown; that 
they can, at any moment, and even without 
reasoll asss , be. dismissed, » disgraced, 
and ruined. Should there not; then, be 
some tie to bind both officers:and:soldiers 10 
the liberties of the ‘country?..And, 1s 50t 
the necessity for such a tie increased im the 
t the. eni0- 
luments and exaltthecharacterof the army ! 
And, is not the creating. of such ties pecu- 
liarly proper at atime when you are,“ by all 
possible means; giving to the whole of -your 
torce that shape which: naturally: brings '¢ 
immediately under. the: sole: power of the 
crowy ? ‘Phe toogreat sity ofpanen f 
overlook, one danger through their anaetY 
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to ward off nother is illustrated by the mo- 
ralist in the fable of the one-eyed Dee, 
who, that’ she’ might be secure against ‘the 
hunter, constantly gazed close to the bank 
of the sea) keeping her watchful eye toward 
the land, which,:the hanter perceiving, stole 
along ina boat, ‘and shot her dead, at the 
moment when she thought herself in: pertect 
security ; and; thas has it frequently, not to 
say always, happened with natrons, who, in 
the hour of imminent danger from withont, 
have neglected the means: of providing 
against danger trom within. We have seen 
it proposed. in’ print, that the: parliament 
should “ lay its hand upon the people.” 
‘That 1s to say, that it should’pass a law for 
compelling men to become soldiers ; and, of 
course, for punishing them with death, per- 
haps, for disobedience. In what a state 
must we be, when such a proposition can be 
seriously made, and that, too, in a printed 
address to a minister of state ? “Such amea- 
sure, if necessary for the defence. of the 
coumtry aguinst an invading enemy would 
still be useless; for, what are we afraid of 
but loss of liberty? What do we wish to 
be defended against but despotism? And, 
how'foolish would it be to submit to despo- 
lism from one quarter, in order to be able to 
resist it from another quarter? J will not 
be supposed td insinuate any suspicions as to 
the views or the dispositions of any particu- 
lar persons: I make no such insinuations : 
but, 1 am tovconsider what is possible at any 
future time; and Tam, as far as lam able, 
to provide against it, if I regard it as injori- 
ous to my country, I view the crown as 
having become, merely by circumstances 
over whieh it has had no controul, powerful 
beyond ali former example in this country. 
When I say the crown, £ do not mean the 
King; but, the ministry of the day, and, 
iudeed, the whole of the executive branch 
of the government.’ It is impossible,. when 
we retiect on the great proportion of every 
hian's income, which now passes annually 
tirough the hands of the government ; on 
the endless nuinbers of persotis -which the 
sovernment employs to collect taxes and to 
meddie in one way or another in the con- 
cerns of individuals; on the many and power- 
ful holds which it has upon the pro- 
perty, real aswell as: personal, of every 
man in the ki ; on the inoumerable 
Channels of influence ‘that it has continuall 
open, and on the irresistible means whi 

it necessarily possesses of subduing the’ un- 
bending to its will’: it is quite impossible to 
‘elect on all this without feeling alarm at a’ 
Proposition the: t of which must: be 
scaly to inerease the power owhich the 


— 
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crown already has over the peuple.. Not.one 
jot of the constitutional power of the! crowns 
would I wish to see taken away! ‘D wish ag 


see the King of Bogland always areal Kingy 


No one of his: jtist prerogatives»would [sve! 
diminished. But, Iy wish: Bugiand otoche! 
what England ‘has beem: DP owish toerdjoy! 
my sharé of those liberties «which! owere® 
handed down to us by our foréfatiers 3: and) 
thus wishing, I caunot, ‘in silencé, see! this? 
contemplated addition, this fearful additions’ 
made to the pewer of the crown, wnaccom= 
panied with any thing whereby to secure a 
Lalance on the side of pullic liberty, Av the 
same time, however, that I thus declare my 
hostility to the plan of Mr. Windham, as 
tending to subvert the constitution,. itis my’ 
daty to declare, that I am fally persaaded, 
he does not regard it as having any such ten- 


dency ; and, indeed, 1 am equally persuaded; 


that there is not one of his colleagues of the 
cabinet who does not view it, in this res- 
pectat least, as perfectly harmless. ‘The reader 
will, perhaps, think with them; if so I 
shall have taken up his time to no purposes 
but, if he think with me, I trust he will, 
in whatever sphere he may move, have the 
courage to avow his sentiments, and to use 
his utmost endeavours to give those senti- 
nrents etkect.———I cannot close this arti- 
cle without noticing a paragraph in the 
Morning Chronicle of the Oth instant, 
in which the writer. commenting upon 
another paragraph, which appeared inthe 
Courier of the Sth,. relative to the disw: 
coutents that would probably arise in the 
present army andin the fleet in consequence 
of the advantageous terms granted to the 
new levies; in commenting upon this pas 
ragraph, the Morning Chronicle observes: : 
** ‘Thus, not satisfied, with planting, the! 


** seeds of cisafiection and jealousy amongst! 


** the soldiery, they intend also to inflame; 
‘* and render discontented the sailors: Such 
* condnetas this needs no observation: Jas 
‘* cobinism, it must be recollected however, 
“ is not a jot less dangerous because it is 
** concealed under the cloak of Joyaity !’ 
And this from the Morning Chronicle, ob-: 
serve! What could John Bowles and the’ 
Middlesex saints lave said more? . Really 
this is too barefaced!: The’ editor of the 
Morning Chronicle, who has. so often Gom- 


plained, and im such bitter cerms, of the . 
dastardly attempts to silence his arguments |: 
by a cry of Jacobinism!) Aud do yon,. in ~ 
good earnest, think,- sir, prdins beatin ey 

itiead 


to frighten us with ‘this obsolete po 


hob-gobling ? If = dos if you.mean thug | 
) rBicp 


to render your of ‘Treasury. 


| sinecure, you will find yourself conipietely :. 
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deceived, As tothe remarks in the Courier, 


they were foolish enough. The argument 
was worth nothing.. There is no reason to 
suppose, that the new .plan will excite dis- 
content either in the-army or the fleet, But, 
though there was abundant ground, whereon | 
w accuse the writer of folly, there was none 
at all whereon to accuse him of felony and, 
when we recollect your indignation, your 
just indignation, so.often and so strongly ex- 
pressed at the preferring of similar, accusa- 
{jos against yourself, and that, too, by this 
very Courier, it is impossible to-accaunt for 
your conduct without considering this charge 
of: Jacobinism as something which descends 
along with the offices at Whitehall, and 





which, at each successive change, is handed 
over by the clerks of those offices, to the 


editors of their newspapers, to be used,:as | 


oocasion may serve, for the benefit ef- their | 


principals. Be the cause what it may, how- 
ever, you may be assured,. that. the-cifect 
will aot answer, your purpose. ‘Lhe ceckney 
public will endure much; -but,. trom acbe- 


dy, will they now endure an.out-cry about 
Jacobinism : 
it has, for years past, excited nothing but 
laughter; but coming from you,.and at this 
day, it will not fail to excite contempt. I 
am willing to hope, that some officious clerk, 
some senseless sycophant, has imposed. this 


paragraph upon you. .I do hope this, -be- | 


cause I have a sincere respect.for your ia- 
Jents and your character (J am speaking to 
Mr. Sranxey); but, I must still blame the 
act, whatever the cause, by which an at- 
tempt is made to silence an. adversary by 
means so foul, so every way unworthy of any : 
mau who has ever moyed his pen, as. you 
so often and so successfally have, in the 
cause of truth.and of the freedom of dis- 
cussion, 

Bep oF Roses.——This phrase, usec by 
Lerd Castlereagh. (in the debate upon Mr. 
Windhaim's plan), as descriptive of the state 
of the nation’s affairs when the new” mi- 


given great, offence to those ministers and 
their partisans; but, why it has, I really 
eannot, for my part, clearly perceive.” The 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aflairs did, 


before he came into office, talk of.an inguiry 


into the conduct of his predeceasors:as to the 
d coalition; but we pow -hear po more 


' ph it. - An inguizy into the conduct of Lord 









at Now appears to be thought yunecessary. 
re in an-excchient state. The 

Fund, is ali that the Pitts,said it was. 
Haton, we were expressly told .by the 
. a mn oda ina “igh 


ellésley. was, urged by .Mr, Windham ;- 


4 


. Vir- Pitt. 
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State of prosperity.” “Why, then; find fant 


with the Bed of Roses? It was a bold attempt 
to be sure ; or, rather, it would have been, 
if made with-respect to one who. thinks as 
I do about the matter; but, nothing is there 
in it of which any of the-sministers cay 
reasonably complain.» Nay, Mr. Fox, 
though he was warmed, though hewas chat 
by it, did not-venture, ‘in his deseri ptien of 
thé. thorns -and- the brambles, to impute 
‘lame to any body, - That he cbuld wot do, 
without censuring Mr. Pitt ;-and how, sv 
soon at least, «could he censure Mr. Pitt, on 
account of whose ‘‘ merits;’ he had so r- 
cently voted a large sum of the publie mo- 
ney to -pay his debts ? In that vote, the Pitts, 
from causes which «shall be hereafter: de- 
seribed, obtained a quictus for all the past. 
lgerd Castlereagh, ‘doubtless, is well ac- 
quainted with these causes; and, much 


| would he-be to blame, if dhe didmot make 


hs conduct go hand im hand: with that of 
‘This, .as towards the new niinis- 
try, 4s perfectly just. Having -deelared thet 


Mr, Pitt was a minister of merit; having 


coming from your opponents - | 


| 








voted a suum of the-public money oh account 
of that merit; having gone this length, for 
whatever ‘purpose, ¢hey have no right what- 
ever to throw out--accusations against jis 
coletgues, whom they know weil to have 
been merely his -instruments,- or, at most, 
only sharers in his misdeeds, 1 mean, his 
‘* merits,” -always adhering to the exact 
words of- Mr. -Fox. -- Let us, theretore, hear 
no more complaints about the Bed of Roses. 
Let those who are upon it make the best ot 
it. ‘The-eld women say to their daughters, 
‘‘ as you: make your bed so -you muist lie in 
‘‘ it; and the same may we say to the 
ministers. They took tg the Pittinberitance 
without any complaint ; and the people have 
a tight to demand of them a complete te- 
sponsibility for ail the mischief chat. shall 
happen. nas iy, Ev ey’ 

Tne Loan: ——Upon the subject of fi- 


‘ : . | Nance, it was not my intention to trouble the 
nistry came into office, has, it would seem, | 


reader with any further remarks, until fhad 
an opportunity ofentering:into it, agreeably 
to»my #Kention, in- the. preceding sheet, 
page 443 ; but, wpoadooking- over the Morn- 
ing Chronicle-ot the 29th  ehtimo, F And 
there some remarksupon the joan recett!!y 
made, whieh remnarks E cannot spass: over | 
silence. \. “After stating, dn“¢he jargon 0! 
‘Change Ailey, -theiternis of the Joan, the 
writer, inthedrue Treasury-strain, proceeds 
thus: “So that. the permanent snterest 
“* which thepublic will:have'to pay for every 
“© 1901. boriowed, ig oniy-4ho1os. Jae This 
‘48 anmast. gratifying. prowl of ithe ‘slit 
‘wealth and. pawer: of te sounicy 5 204 
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« yet the contrgctots have every reason to 
« be satisfied with their bargain.” ‘The com- 
« petition’ was-open and fair. The bidding 
« of Mrz Barwes and his friends was~ so 
“ good as togive an ddmirulde display of 
on the TESOUTCLS | of the Empire for the con- 
« tinnonce of the war, if the intemperance 
«“ of the enemy shall force us to the evil.” 
——This is not, teader, from that slavish 
vehicde, the Sen. Itis ftom the Morning 
‘bronicle ! How completely it has fallen 
into the cant of offce; that cant, which, 
only a few months ago, it reprobated im terms 
so severe ! Speaking, rurther of on, the sums 
that will, im the course of the year, be 
brought into the money-market by tlie Com- 
missioners for managing the Sinking Fund, 

the editor of the Morning Chronicle says : 
« his is the genuine source of the facility 
“© with which. our loans are raised ; and 
“thas the Sinking Fund comes as surely 
“ back again to the publicaid, as if it were 

? directly applied to the service of the year. 
“ We mention this as an unansweratle re- 
« ply tothose theorists, who woald violate 
“« public faith, to get at it by suimmary 
“ means.” At what, wise sir? Get at what? 
Atthe Sinking Fund? Is that what you 
mean? ifitbe, what nonsense are you — 
ing? What doyou mean by getting at ii? 

. Do you think, then, that this Sinking y Find 
consists of deposits of money, either in a 
chest, or in real property, or in goods and 


chattles ? If this be not your notion Of it, why | 
do you talkk’of getting at it? And, if it be | 


your notion, you are, it must be confessed, 

most eminently qualified for criticising the» 
theories of ‘the persons whom you have 

thought proper’ to charge (without any at- 
tempt at proof) with a wish to “ violate | 
‘* public fath!” This Sinking Fund is a 
Mere warnre, 
is nothing init which partakes, in'the'smal- 
lest degree, of the nature of those ‘things, 
Which ‘have, tin. the concerns of men, been 
called funds.: The plain and true description 
of the thing in question ’is this ¢ several mil- 
lions a year (this year S-millions) are raised 
won” te peopie in taxes, ‘whieh millions 
are paid‘into' the hends of certain commis- 
sioners;: who are -appointed” (and “paid teo) 
for: the purpose of going Once “or twite a 
week; into the stock exchange, 
the course Of the year, to lay out these mil- 
lions in stéck, “Phe ext year 
ire raised ji¥ taxes for the same ‘purpose, and © 
s@.0n. "Well, "then, who would not ima-- 
giney that the stock thus bought nm he was” 
estroyed, especially when ‘the ‘Morning 


Chronicle deseribes ‘the Cottentishoners” ts 


men appointed to: ersingwish the national’ 
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There is no'fund at all. There | 


there, in® 


more nidlions | 


1530 


« debt.” Who-would not imagine, that 
the “extinguislied ™ stotk Was extingutsh- 
ed ? Not'at all; it is metely transferred ‘ihto 
another department ; interest is still paid 
pon it by the people’; interest must con- 
tinue to Fe paid up on it ; ; and all the purpose 
| it answers, is, to keep’ up’ the price of the 
| stocks by SETIC ling a large pure ‘haser into the 
market ‘réegul: why twice a wédk; ‘or, ‘as ‘fat 
as 1 Kriow, ‘ofténer, for this purpose ; ‘as 
a prop to the funding system > as a’‘means 
of draining the peo ple, ‘and, at the sithe 
time and by the very sa*ne power, keepiirs 
' them silent: viewed in this light (ye Siik- 
mg Fund, as it is called, is a most eteekene 
| invention ; ‘but, as a means Of rea//y extin- 
guishing the national delt, it has bithetto 
been, and always will be, “perfectly “useless. 
I like much to hear this converted gen- 
| tleman of the Morning Chronicle talk 2btut 
the ** solid wealth and por er of ‘the coun- 
“try,” as exhibited in the barvain for a 
_ loan! Another opportunity wil offer for 
| exposing this delusio 2 in a ms iner more 
| complete ; but, in the mean w hile let the 
—-reder bear in niind, that the advocates ‘of 
this “ Find,” who have, till now, always 
' talked of its fiefere powerful effects, now be- 
cin to rest their defence of itupon [ts present 
. effects ; em the réason is, thet they see; 
.and they kiiow that the no stupid of ‘the 
people wh ‘ Very soon see, that, as to paying 
off the debt, it never can “have any effect 
whatever. 
Arrains oF Inpta.—(Corttinued from 
' pages 171,197, 237, 308, $68, and'460), 
In the lz-t of the pages here referred'to, I 
"stated, pon hearsay, but: upon my ‘own 
belief also (the misister’s Budget not having 
then appeared),’ that a million sterling, for 
_ the present year, ‘had already been advanced, 
out of the taxes of the nation, to the ‘East 
India Company, in order to enable that 
| Company to -mect the demands, or, indeed, 
 a’small part of the demands of its creditors. 


| The event bas proved, that my imlormation 
and, we have now the 


was but (00 correct ; 
assurance of the mortifying gv, the galling fact, 


thaf, out of the seven millions of new taxes 
to be raised npon tis this year, one milion is 
for the use of acompany of merchants, to 
whom we have granted a'monopoly of trade, 
for the sake of whose trade ~we have ‘ex- 
pended millions of and thousands 
‘wpon thousands of ‘lives, ‘atid who, ‘at, aoe 
moment when our ministers aré<granti fing 
he ‘our Maney to tient, Gwe tis, accor 
ng to their charter, iniflions: of 
‘this “what we liad"to | exp 
new ministry? What daim, 7 

| glad to know, hes this company Of mer 
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chants upon us, the burdened people of 
England? They taik ofthe expences of 
WARS ;--but, again, we ask, who autho- 
rised these wars? Who sanctioned them ‘ 
Iho is it that has been the cause of these 
demands upon our labour and our property, 
ata moment when we have left hardly any 
thing that we can call our own? The 
very idea of poverty as applied to the East 
Jirdia Company, has something unnatural in 
it. This is a body of great merchants; the 
greatest in the kingdom ; they are a sort of 
petty sovereigns; they have assumed the 
epithets appertaining to the high nobility ; 
and, to see these men come creeping to 
the minister for aid; to hear them, as, a 
lust, we do, proclaiming from their own 
palace. that they are brought to the ‘‘ ¢rink 
** of keggary :" the bere contemplation of 
this is sufficient to excite astomshinent; 
what, then, must be our feelings, when, 
afier having enjoyed the revenues and trade 
of an empire at our expense, we find them 
running tows for relief }——Judging from 
the conduct of Sir T. Metcalf (one of the 
directors) at the beginnig of the session 
of parliament, I+ was Jong of apinion, 
that the directors had approved of all those 
wars, and all that immense expenditure of 
money, inJndia, by which their affairsihad 
been brought into their present. state: now, 
however, I find, that this has not been the 
case. I find, that the Wellesley wars and 
expenditures, or, at least, the far greater 
part of them, have been disapproved of by 
the Fast India Directors. The Directors 
appear, of late, to have been convinced, 
that the only way of justifying their own 
conduct, was to separate themselves from 
Lord Wellesley; and, to convince the par- 
liament and the nation, that their distresses, 
and the failure of their engagements towards 
the public, had all arisen from. measures, 
adopted without their conseut, and disap- 
proved of by them. ‘With the very proper 
aud very laudable view of producing this 
conviction, Mr. Huppresrons, more than 
a fortnight previous to the Easter recess, 
gave notice of his intention (naming the 
day) to move for the laying before the 
House, a copy of a dispatch fiom the 
Court of -Directors to the Governor Ge- 
neral in Councejl at Bengal, dated on 





the Gd of April, 1605, approved of by the 


whole court,’ Sir T. Metcalf excepted, but 
stopped by the Board of Controul, who, ac- 
6 STAT gpd vested in them by Mr. 
Pitt's India Bill, are to examine, and to ap- 


of Directors to. their Go- 


Sean ee ee 


sree be a: 5 pete -of every dispatch sent. 





is of vast importance as a ground for inquiry 
ute the conduct of the Governor-General}. It 
takes a review of the whole of his conduct, 
and it expresses the opinion of his employers 
upon that conduct.’ The circumstance of jts 
not being permitted to be sent out weighs in 
favour of its production, rather than against 
it. As evidence against Lord Wellesley it 
certainly cannot’ be ‘produced ; nor is it as 
evidence against Liord Wellesley that it is 
called for; but, it is evidence of the pro- 
priety of an inquiry into the conduct of 
that person, and it is inguiry, and nothing 
but inquiry, that we at present demand 
from the ministers.. Upon) what ground 
any one will attempt’to resist the production 
of this important paper, especially after the 
declaration of Lord ‘Temple, that the friends 
ot Lord Weilesley wished for every paper at 
all connected with his conduct to be pro- 
duced; after this; it would be difficult to 
limagine apy pretext that could be devised 
for resisting the production of the dispatch, 
of which we have been speaking ; yet, it is 
very odd, that, day after day, for more thai’ 
a week previous to the reeess, something or 
other did.occur to cause a request from the’ 
ministers to. Mr, Huddlestone to put off his 
motion; and, on the day next before Good 
Friday, when the mofton was, without fail, 
to have come ou, Mr. Windham's plan was 
brought forward, it having been, unfortu- 
nately, prevented from being brought for- 
ward the day before, in consequence of the 
iliness of Mr. Fox. That Mr. Huddlestone's 
motion will, however, now be made, there 
is no doubt at al) entertained ; and, when 
the paper is produced, it will, if I am not 
much. misinformed, produce a greater tn- 
pression upon the public mind than any thing 
has dene for a long series of yeats. ‘ihe 
East-India Directors have been cowed dowit. 
They have been made the tools, the mere 
tools, just as Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan said 
they would be, of the Board of Controul and 
its minions in India.. The Directors have 
seen their concern and their constituents 
brought, to use the expression of Mr. Robert 
Thornton, to the ‘ brink of beggary’,"” and; 
all the while, they, as we shall pow find, 
have been. earnestly remonstrating against 
the measures which have produced this ter- 
rible effect, and have now thrown tliemselves 
upon the mercy of the minister of the day ! 
it must be painful for these men: to stand 
thus dependant upon the minister, and, ac- 
cused, as they are, by the public, of add- 
ing to its burdens, It behoves. them ‘to 
clear themselves ; and, indeed,. the faalt 


to be imputed to them, ‘is, that they’ bave 
‘so long held their tongues. Bat, when one 
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533] 
considers the state of thraldom, in which 
they haye-beea held,,one: isdess surppised at 
this. ‘Chey have been.merfe creatures in the 
hands of. the minister, and, such, had it 
not been. for,.Mr. Paull, they would have 
continued,. Eo that gentleman, and. to others 
who have come voluntarily to his support ; 
but, firsty-and principally, to hina che Direc- 
tors audkihe public are indebted tor the fair 
prospect there new is ot obtaining av inquiry 
jute the causes of ,the distresses of the ast 
India. Company, and of the heavy burdens 
which those ¢istresses have brought, and 
must cantinue. to drag, upon the country. 
Where is Mr. Sheridan with his inquizy into 
the proceedin zim the Carnatic ? ‘The print- 
ing of the papers, upon that geutleman’s 
motion, has cost us no trifling sam. Why, 
then, dogs be net come.on with the inquiry? 
Was it a threat; a mere object of terror to 
the ministry of that time ? All may yet come 
right upon this head; but wy, do they tell 
us, in the mean while, why, My. Sheridan 
is as sileut-as a barber's block ?. Let it not be 
supposed, that this is. said by way of goading 
hin on, Very little do I care whether he 
stir, or not, unless he do it with good will 
and from principle, I wish, indeed, and I 


hope, that this may be the case ; but, there. 


wants not. new any other support to the 
cause than that-which it already has. Mr. 
Paull has made. goed the expectations. that 
were entertained of him, by those who had 
the honour to know him well. “Tbere want- 
ed, as:was before observed, only one man. of 
integrity and industry, such a man_ being 
quite competent to the efiecting of ove of 
two objects; the obtaining of an inquiry, or 
the enabling of the people to. form a true 
judgment as to these by whom such inquiry 
should be defeated. Mr. George Johnstone, 
as the reader will recollect, did, . lately;. 
when there were symptoms of a general de- 
sertion of Mr. Paull and his cause, make a 
declaration ; he boasted, that he had, from 
the first, advised Mr. Pauil not to. meddle 
with the subject; and, he also declared oif 
from any intention or wish to cause any in- 
quiry into the conduct of Lord Wellesley. 
Asa refresher of the memory, I,will just 
quote a short passage from the Pasliamentary 
Debates of the 8th of April last, just. a year 
‘go Mr, Jounsrone begged leave to 
i ask Mr. Sheridan whether he -had aban- 
" doned his motion relative to the Affairs of 
“ the Carnatic, If the hon..gent. meant to 
abandon. it, he would, (inadequate as he 
contessed his abilities to be to a subject of. 
_, “ich vast importance), bring it forward, 
——Ma.. Supxipan -said,. that though 
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“* the matter had long daiadormant,.be cers. | 
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** tainly did not mean to abandon its. espe-, 
** cially.as a noble lord (Castlereagh) ced 
‘« Jately hinted, . that those affaivs, had-been’ 
** so happily settled that all tuqniry. was Uns 
**. necessary. He meant, iamediately after. 
‘* the holidays, to fix.a precise day dor brings 
‘ang forward his motion on: that subject." 
—— Lhe diversions. of the: holidays put it, 1 
suppose, out of his head, Ihave quoted: the, 
book, werd for word: see Vol. 1V. page 
255. And are we to hear ofthis no More 
from Mr. Sheridan? As to Mr. Johusteue, 
heJdiis abandoned it in form; but, isthis what. 
the publie expected from Mr, Sheridan ?» du 
a subsequent page, there isa letter from 
‘¢ A Wuie,” in. defence of the conduct. of, 
Mr. Fox and his friends, relative to the India 
Inquiry. Lhave not room. here, te-ansewer 
this Whig. The answer would not, indeed, 
require much room; for, reasouing so sul, 
versive of all hitherto-received principles of > 
political morality was, I am persuaded, never 
beiore made use of; buat, I reserve wihiat-is 
to be said upon this subject until, in my next 
number perhaps, I shall attempt a deserips 
tion of the present stale of parties, when, 
without the least disguise, I shal] amake my 
readers who happen to be at a distance tole- 
rably well acquainted with the,eaases which 
have led to the strange and disgusting effects 
that we now. witbess. | 

Something will, in my next, be said upon 
the subject of our foreign relations; bat, it 
must be confessed, that these must nowbe ; 
regarded as objects of an importance greatly, 
inferior to those which have just engaged our, 
attention, Here, here at home itis, that, 
our cure, to be effectual, must begin. 





THE AKMY. 
Sir ;——By inserting my letter of the 
{Oth ult. in your Register, (seep. 412). you 
have entitled yourself to my thanks, and dis-, 
played a degree of candourthat. I muy 
often wish.te emulate, but of .which I.may 
never be able to boast. . I will now take the, 
liberty of noticing a few of the obstacles that 
present themselves to oppose the establish- 
ment of a large regular army in, this coun: 
try, and of pointing out some of the adyan- 
tages derived from the establishment of vo- 
lunteer corps.—In mest of the ancient mili- . 
tary governments the people were in a state 
of vassalage, or were induced to bear-arms by. 
an attachment to idle triumphs and te plun- , 


der.;. and, in, many, states, the soldier was... 


respected because he, was net, 


- intained , 
wholiy,at the expense of the public, but had, [ 


Jands appropriated to the purpose, ox a Le 
sury replenished by, the spohaion of an 
dour. ‘Limes, §0 (ras, it relaies,to, 
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country, are changed, The soldier must be 
rasintaméd at the public expense, and the 
tuttered tenant of the cottage must contribute 
his mite, This places him in a very humble 
state, and give him what privileges you will, 
youcannot remove him to a very exalted si- 
tuation, No lkborrer or mechanic earns 
less, and there is no person of so little conse- 
qneiice in the state. Nor ought it to be 
otherwise; for to allow him as much as-ano- 
‘her man can earn to inaintain himself and 

‘ily, would be to cramp industry, and 
2 sacrifice of agriculture and com- 
mece tothearmy. A moment may arrive 
when hes services may appear to be useful to 
utry, and he may be caressed, but this 


moment clsapoears, and he is treated with 
inci Ference vifteed to an inhospitable 
olumat. In the military field, which this 
caxire presents to him, he can find little, 
eave sceriitys fer to mow down the uncul- 
trrated natives ef linda, by thousands, is a 
bloody, :ather than a glorious harvest ; and 


to hecp guard over the sable sons of adver- 
sity isa loathsome task. The expedition to 
Kgypt, andthe battles of the allies, have af- 
forded him better opportunities of acquiring 
honour; but the opthalmia of the former, 
and the disasters attending the latter have 
made thens, with all their trophies, not alto- 
gether desirable. And how can these scenes 
be changed? Into what country, * congenial 
to legitimate honour, can the British soldier 
be transplanted ? Can we raise a regular ar- 
my equal to the task of plucking the guilty 
laurels from the brow of Napoleon; or can 


we maintain it, year after year, in a state of 


idleness, without detriment to civil society, 
without being a burden to itself and a nui- 
sauce to the public? I think, nay, I am per- 
snaded, we cannot. And if we cannot, to 
what other means-must we have recourse ? 
How must the country be made sufficiently 
military to defend itself, without submitting 
to the licentiousness of:an inactive army? [| 
say by encouraging the volunteer system ; 
and L say so because it bas already saved this 
conutry and Ireland from the ‘ravages of a 
mob, advanced the military spirit of the 
country, and will yet save it from becoming 
a prey to its enemy.—The effect produced 
by the volunteer system, when the pressure 
and spirit of the times excited to insnrrec- 
tion, 1s 80 generally allowed to have been 
deneficial, that I have not so muth occasion 


» 


pk to argument as to nyemory ; but I 
‘to notice that the spirited conduct of 


the volunteers kept, not only the rabble, but 
Hage cigpetecenchenhr mm den 
check. might be proved by ‘several 
unpleasant scenes that oacurred, which were 


too wel] known’ to need repetition, ang 
which it may be as well to bury in ‘oblivion. 
but I have some “right to’ conclude, tron 
what did then happen, that if stich a time 
should again o¢cur, and we should be ep. 


tirely dependerit on a large regular force, 
we onontd have to witness scénes not very 


congenial to liberty or to order. This view 
of the subject presents the volunteers, with 
all their defects, in a very favourable light ; 
and if we place, in opposition to their de. 
fects, the licentiousness of large idle armies, 
we shall perceive that they are ‘net entitled 
to all the degrading epithets that jealousy 
and prejudice have bestowed upon them. 
This, however, is not'the only favourable 
point of view in which they may be placed ; 
for they have most certainly advanced .a 
military spirit, and widely spread the rudi- 
ments of the military art; and when these 
are diffused, nothing is wanting to make 
them shine, but an. opportunity of calling 
them into action. "Without such an oppor- 
tunity even those who have paraded at St. 
James's cannot be called soldiers. They 
may know rather more of the routine of mi- 
litary returns and ‘military etiquette, but 
these are not essentials; and many volunteer 
corps can boast of youths as perfect masters 
of their arms as the drill serjeants of the 
gnards. This was not the case when the 
volunteers first assembled, and were in many 
places obliged to ride miles, to learn how to 
shoulder,their muskets. Nor is this diffu- 
sion of the rudiments the only advantage 





gained, in a military point of view, for the 


| country can behold 500,000 men in arms, 


with much mvre composure that it could, a 
few years ago, sce a few militia assembled ; 
and, T am persuaded, that the sensation 
which would be felt if they were called into 
action, would not be greater than what was 
experienced when the militia were first 
raised. This command of the passions, im a 
country so obnoxious to-alarm,” is a -great 
point gained, and though you-may not allow 
ine to call it-an increase of military spirit, J 
| am persuaded it is an increase of that spurt, 
that will, in the day of danger be found use- 
ful; that will cause the mation to look up fo 
her son as the defender of his country, and 
to display, not the ensign of fear, but of 
Trafalgar. Thonsands have how. made the 
musket their companion, ‘and areexpert'n 
military evolutions, ‘that would, afew years 
ago, have despised it ; atid the spirit that 
roused them tovarmns, now itelias ‘been once 
cherished, must descerid to the next gener- 
tion.” It’ may” be increased ‘or it may be 4 
niinished ; it may'be made # blessixigy oF 7¢ 
) may be*naile a curse to the country ; but tt 
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cannot be destroyed... And, here allow me 
toobserve, that governments have more fre- 
quently. displayed their wisdom, by taking 
advantage of the spirit of the umes, than they 
have by attempting to create a. new. one, 
The volunteers may-havecreated rather more 
expense tO the country than can be well 
atturded, and some. retrenchment might be 
made, particularly in allowance for perma- 
pent duty, but in lieu thereof hey ought not 
te be presented with -derision.. Every al- 
igwange they have received was offered by, 
not extorted from, . government; and if 
these are to-be lessened, gavernment ought 
to assign, their reasons, and make the re- 
treuchments with. a,good grace; for, let the 
thet be how itunay, there is too much difer- 
ence between saying ‘‘ -we cannot afford 
you the mouey we otiered you,” and saying 
‘< you do not deserve it,’’ toallow one to be 
substituted for the other, These retrench- 
ments might. be made without danger ; for 
whether we have 50,000 volunteers, more 
than the present establishment, or 50,000 
less, is not a serious.object, excepting so far 
as the expense is to be considered. ‘This 
thexibility in the system is an excellence that 
does not attach itself tothe regulars; for, af- 
ter all that has been said, our mauutactories, 
even in their present depressed, state, Caniiot 
supply but a-certain number of recruits, and 
the agricultural parts of the country already 
experience a deficiency of labourers. . ‘These 
are cireamstances that ought to be consider- 
ed by all who do not wish to see measures 
enforced that would throw the country into 
confusion; and I say, enforced, because. I 
am persuaded that nothing short of. force 
will enable this country te keep up ’a larger 
regular army than about 60,000 effective 
mea, iadependent of Ireland, and other esta- 
blishinents abroad. Neither shall we want 
it, for the volunteers can furnish 40,000 
men fit to join, the regulars and militia, and 
the remainder, if under martial law, would 
be better soldiers in three weeks, than raw 
recruits. could be made in three months. 
This force would enable government to bring 
100,009 men to act im one point, dt any 
time, within a few days, and leave a large 
reserve of volunteers, every day becoming 
geodsoldiers, With euch.an atmy what oc- 
@ision. is there for alarm? What occasion for 
‘xperiments? What, occasion for the con- 
Megated wisdem of the whole world? A 
ate soli on, a, Ite PcmnaaAAl: sess 
¥ yet-save us, With, respect to.a part of 
the volunteers, being fit to join the regulars 
and militia, Ican wii much confidence ap- 
ing field offi- 


rs, by ne means | “to the: sytem, 





and.as revolting to a.salditx sdeel tgs: Net, 


and | haye not intentionally overcharged any 
of the most. favourable representations.; 
therefore, I have aright © presunie; that the 
volunteers are aot, quite useless; that toy 
have deserved well ot their, country; and that 
they wal, whether supported, by. gevera- 
ment or not, if ever an opportunity presents 


itself, pluck thenaselves. a .solitaty deaf,” th 


hide their nakedness and shield them from 
reproach.—I remain, yours, &c. Rican D, 
Coiswood Hill, Aprid. 5, L806: 


7 





MR. WINDHAM’S MILITARY PLAN. 

Six ;-—I trust you willindulge us im the 
next. Number of the Register with your eb- 
servations on Mr. Windham's. Military Plan, 
Though I do not suppose it likely that any. 
defect will escape your notice, hope you 
will excuse a few remarks from an Old Sol- 
djer who has jong cast an eye of hope to the 
time, when Mr. Windham would. stand 
forth to rescue bis comrades and himself 
from the degradation brought on the proties- 
sion by an erroneous system of sixty yeara 
standing. ‘To the outline of Mr, Wind. 
ham’s Plan, as far as relates to the amelio- 
ration of the soldier's cenditien, I have no 
other objection than that he. seems to fall far 
short of the excellent outline propasedt by 
yourself, But, in the deta, this may he 
remedied, and, provided I am not foreed 10 
subscribe to his animated panegyrie om the 
Commander in Chief, 1 will not cavilbica 
that head. But, Sir, 1 beg you will ask 
Mr. Windham, who has such regard for the 
feelings of officers, and who. very-propesly 
intends putting it ont of the pewer of Vo 
lunteer Officers to command those: of the 
army, Whether the possilaity of their being 
so,commanded, is half so revolting to the 
feelings of an officer, as that of bemg obhig« 
ed to submit to the same command trom au 
officer of Militia. As Mr. Windham sup, 
poses cases in the former, pray Mr. OCobhett, 
suppose one in the latter. .. Suppese a young 
man of family and fortune to ‘heave entered 
a regiment of the lone, -sepposeit possible 
that this youth may be irregutlar.in his be- 
haviour, 2nd may bring.on hinwelf the, dis. 


' pleasure of his commanding ofheer,. and he 


quits the corps; suppose bim, by theing 
terest of bis faunily, to procare.a Lientenant 
Colonelcy.of a Regiment of. Miliwa, and in 
that situation, to return to: the .Garrisen, 
whence be was driven. thé week -befere! 
Must netevery officer. of his. formeneurps, 
including the. commander, -if ef Antemog 
rank, drop their swords end receive shig 
command? 1 do not say such: a ease any 
have. literally cocnrred, Duty maby sinter, 
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the Militia establishment is not only to be 
supported, but, it Seems now to he the 
theme of Mr. W.'s praise. [beg again to 
remark, Sir, the one is only a possitle grie- 
vance, the other an existing one. I shall 
how proceed to one or two short observations 
on the Levy proposed by him, which, I con- 
ceive, will, when assisted by that excellent 
tkulking plan of a Volunteer establishment, 
be productive of discontent, jealousy, and 
evasion: and, here again, the Militia are to 
be resérted to, though I confess I doubt the 
nccuracy of the newspaper reports on this 
head ; but, so they state it, that the Militia 
are {0 drill this Levy. —If it is intended 
merely to infuse into the peceple the princi- 
ples of mechanical movements, the Mili- 
tia are, ro doubt, as weil qualified for this, 
aseny othermen. But if it is intended to 
instil into the minds of the youth, the no- 
bler sentiments of military pride and ambi- 
tion, I should think Militia men the least 
fitted of all men for the task., Will they 
recommend to the adventurous that service 
they have themselves shunned? | Will they 
not rather decry it, were it for no other 
reason, but for that of increasing their own 
numbers dependant now on their exertions ? 
by this advantage they will deprive the army 
ot its best recruits, the inhabitants of the 
eountry.—It is needless to me to point out 
to yon, Sir, any more of the glaring de- 
fects of this plan which your superior ge- 
nius will easily discover, nor suttero escape 
unnoticed. Little as we have yet seen of 
this Pla, I am convinced by it of the truth 
of your assertion, that if we are not to have 
a complete change of system, we had better 
Jeavé things as they are. An army on the 
principle of your plan, with a levy en masse 
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other military abertions.- The same excuse 
must beurged tor any inaccuracy in this let- 
ter. remain, Sit, your constant reader, 


and very’ humble servant,—Mrres, — g;); 


April, “1800. 





PARTIES. ' 

Sir; Asa t admirer of your Poli- 
tical Journal, and fully believing ‘that its 
contents have a vast infiuence on the opinions 
of the wisest, and best part-of the people of 
England, I am induced to trouble-you with 





| my sentiments, on the subject of that part of 


the conduct ef our new ministers, which 
has called forth such strong, and in my hum- 
ble vpinion, such erroneous animadversions 
from your nen. With regard to Lord Gren- 
ville’s auditorship, and Lord Ellenborough’s 
place in the cabinet, (though I have a great 
respect for their characters) Iam quite of 
your opinion, and notwithstanding the very 
ingenions speech of Mr. Fox on the latter 
subject, I am. fully satistied, that 1 is highly 
exceptionable,. I think there is also some 
reason for remark on the conduct of Mr. Fox 
and his friends, relative to India affairs, par- 
ticularly with regard to the production of 
the papers requisité to elucidate the motives 
that produced a conduct so generally con- 
demred, as*that of Lord Wellesley ; but 
surely, Mr. Cobbett, you have not consider- 


_ ed the conduct of these gentlemen with that 


_ © support with al} their talents, and with - 


according to the excellent regulations on that , 


bead, reccummended by you in the fourth 
volume of the Register,. page 120, is all we 


wanted. No ballot, nor evasion, nor ex- | 


ception, unless to numbers of an effective 
Yeomanry. The drilling of this Levy would 
be no hardship on any. It might be done 
by companies of veterans who have com- 
pleted their periods of service ; but, who 
might prefer employment in this way to any 
other profession : not bound to it, but, en- 
gaged from year to year; or, it might be 


done “by the present recruiting troops and 


companies filled up to their establishment, 


and who, while thus engaged, would have | 


an opportunity of procuring for their corps, 
aclass of mén very superior to the present 
composition of the army. Want of time 
prevents me offering several other observa- 


tions, on the Yeomanry, as. well as on the 


Guards, ‘the Reyal Waggeners, and some 


profound attention, nor pronounced that de- 
cision upon them, as might have been ex- 
pected from your eminent and discriminating 
judgment; when you say in your Journal of 
the 15th of Mareh; ‘ that if they do not 


‘* all their means, ‘the proposition for an in- 
‘* quiry into the conduct of Lord Wellesley, 
‘* there will not be one single*man of sense 
** and of honour in the whole country, who 
‘“« will, for a moment, hesitate in coming to 
‘* an unalterable decision as to‘their’ charac- 
“« ter and their views.” lf the late change 


| in his Majesty's councils, so generally ap- 
_ proved, and by no one more than yourself, 





had placed none but Mr. Fox and his. friends 
in the government, 1 should “imagine that 
under such circumstances, the country would 


have anxiously expected from them, a full 


and fair inquiry into the affairs of India; and 
if they failed in their duty, the decision you 
now call for, would in that case, have been 
certain, wise, and just... But, Sit, when I 
reflect on the wish of the country, 0 deci- 
dedly expressed, that his Majesty would call 


to his ‘councils every man of worth and ta- 


lent, without .regard’ to past political <r 
nion; and that, In consequence of that wish, 
men of vatieus parties have been selected, te 
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fill the great offices of states .when. this is 
duly considered, and when we know that 
some of them, arethe particular friends of 
the late minister, and whe en tat account, 
are naturally stropg}y disinclined to inquire 
into the various transactions, that it would 
be very desirable to see thoroughly investi- 
gated ; when, Sir, we see this, can there be 
a reasonable hope, that such an investigation 
will take pluce, as. ip other circumstances 
would be essential, and mightwith propriety 
be demanded.—Ilt_ these sentiments are cor- 
rect, is pot the decision which you call for 
very unreasonable ? Jf 1 could persuade my- 
self, that in expressing these sentiments, I 
was endeavouring to» stifle. an inquiry that 
would be. beneficial to my country, I should 
consider this. moment the most ili employed 
of any, part of my life: 1 must however con- 
tess, that the proposed iuquiries, viewed in 
the light. in which they appear to me, will 
have a tendency very different indeed from 
the pure intentions of the honourable mover; 
and, much indeed, do I fear, that the pro- 
ceeding in them, will seriously injure the 
country, by creating a diflerence of opinion 
in the leading members of administration ; 
and that,toa at a-time, when their united ex- 
ertions are essentially necessary to the salva- 
tion of the country. - Should, lrowever, this 
inquiry still be persisted in, I hope that Mr. 
Fox and his friends will act such a part, as 
not to weaken that credit with the public, 
wh ch their past conduct has so pastly enti- 
tled them to...lam, generally speaking, an 
advocate fur inquiries into past conduct, from 
“ copviction that-they are almost always at- 
teuded with beneficial eflects; but a govern- 


the present one, does truly appear a proper 
exception. to the general rule;.and most hap. 
py should I be, if my sentiments could ob- 
fun the sanction of a man, J so ruch re- 
‘pect as yourself, as that alone would stamp 
‘0 my mind the justness of them, Let the 
ilninistration: have the eonfidence of ‘the 
people ; let their.conduct he strictly watched 
by their opposers; and should their mea- 
tures be inimical tothe real interests of their 
Country, let them suffer for t) eir guilty con-. 
duct; but, I do sincerely hope and believe, 
that the measures of men of such tried inte- 
‘ity and ability, must prove highly advanta+ 
p°0US to the whole community, if they have 
he support, of the wise and the good. To 
“XQ, Sir, (who. look to.reasouing alone) it is 
necessary I know, but it. may be. satisfac- 
Ty to some of your readers (should this be 
“noured with a place in your valuable pab- 
ation) to. be, assured that. the writer -is 
rcely kuown to.any one of his Majesty's 
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ministers, and that he has no other views or 
wishes than the geod of his couatry,—I am, 
Sir, Se——A  Wure. Guilford, April 
6, 1805. : 


amie, 








CONDITION OF THE PROPLE OF IRELAND. 
Sin ;-— 1] read the short but'sensible and 
excellent Jetter ‘of Anglo Hibernicus, in the 
last namber of your valuable Register, (see 
p. 470) with attention and pleasure. ‘The 
subject has o‘ten drawn my attention to- 
wards a Jetter for the public eye, and chiefty 
with a view of offering some propositions for 
the improveme it of the shamefully oppress- 
ed and injured Irish. The promised letter 
of your correspondent, will restrain me for 
the present from entering minutely upon the 
subject. Allow me then, merely to touch 
upon it, But first give me leave to tell An- 
glo Hibernicus, that upon following up the 
principle he has here begun with, he cannot 
fail to interest all your readers, if they have 
tne welfare of their country at heart. 1 for 
one, hope sinc-rely he will handle the sub- 
ject at large, ani goonas he has begun. Ie 
is the common practice to speak of the lower 
orders in Ireland, as brates and savages, lit- 
tle deserving encouragement or attention, I 
shudder at such a sentiment, I feel a horror 
of the person who can so lightly talk of bis 
fellow creatures, and the more so, when [ 
consider, that it is he who contributes to that 
state of wretchedness and woe.—To me it 
appears a disgrace to England, that they 
should so pride themselves on their supe- 
riority over their fellow subjects. Where- 
ever an opportunity has offered they have 
shown themselves equally efficient with the 
inhabitants of their sister isle; and, I ask 
them, Mr. Cobbett, would it not be more to 
their credit, that instead of the constant vol- 
ley of abuse uttered against the Irish, they 
endeavoured by every means in their power, 
to alleviate their sufferings, not bya Catho- 
lic emancipation, for T consider that measure 
asa mere job toserve a few individuals, and 
with which the lower class have little to do; 
but cf that at another opportunity,—I mere- 
ly mean to hintat a few examples set by the 
Jrish nobility, ‘and men of landed property, 
by- a more constant residence. on their 
estates, examining into the condition of their 
tenants, letting their farms not to that de- . 
testable class called middle men, but to those 
who really work and would by their industry 
thrive, by cherishing them in their distress-' 
es, and associating mora witn them, so that. 
these poor creatures may partake in aman- 


his Jandlord does riot take all that ‘he. ear 


2ins, «, 
‘and’ pays’ to another’ eohatry,” but Kod 
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“ner of their customs: If a tenant sees that. . 









some of it amongst. thent, or ¢ven in Iris ‘na- 
tive county, would it not be a stimulus, 
they at present have. not, *o be more indus- 
trious? Is.it not so in Bngland? Was not 
the case thos.in France uader the old sys- 
tem? And whatever people talk of the des- 
yotism and ambition of Buonaparté, (which 
admit) the change for tho better of the 
Jower class f have-witnessed. _ There is ano- 
ther hint I intend offering, with respect to 
the conduct of the government. . Under the 
late ministry I certainly expeeted nothing, 
nor ami one. of those. who expect every 
thing from the present, I cannot say I have 
that implicit confidence in. them, not only 
from the characters of those who compose 
it, but from many of their acts, as well as 
inaction in .certgia branches of the political 
and civil dispositions, . But, Sir, I couid wish 
to sce some act of the Irish government to 
ameliorate the condition of its people, and 
this, Sir, T think might be accomplished, by 
a revision of the laws, both statute and com- 
mon, and especially with respect to juries; 
their mode of elections, and if there were 
certain establishments for the iustruction of 
the rising generation, it would be of consi- 
derable utility ; an increase in the price of 
labour, a little relaxation from the present 
hours. of work, (of course the wages 
will bein proportion) and a small piece’ of 
Jand rented with rights of common, toge- 
ther with the example of the landlords which 
Ihave before mentioned, and the destruc- 
tion of the middie man. I cannot believe, 
but that the condition of this unfortunate 
people would be materially changed. We 
should hear of no more rebellions, nor 
mghtly meetings, they would have what all 
men require, and have an undoubted right 
to do so. A motive which is: the only de- 
fence a country has from invasion. My 
opinion of the present administration is not 
formed upon their retusal to comply with 
the claims of the Catholics. 
opinion, that the repeal of those laws mere- 
, Pitre do any service to the body of the 
ish people; nor can 1 be convinced by all 
the declamations (I have seen but few argu- 
ments) published, nor by the’ persuasive elo- 
aence of Mr. Fox, to-alter my opinion. 





‘he “subject would be {oo lopg for this let- 
ter 5 but 1 thought it proper to sag as much, 
fest such a congiusion might be drawn.—— 
Have we seen avy material change in our 


lomatique corps ? lt is loudly called for, 
we are ) throughout Burope; not a 
moment should have been lost in such a 
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change: Do we see any great disposition in 
the ministry to resign the places-they canny} 
compatibly hold, when they call on us to pay 
more taxes? Is there any disposition to ip- 
quire into the attairs of India? That mij. 
stone about the neck of England. Yet thoy 
call on us to pay a million ta the seyport of 
ihe Company. Are there not some offres 
improperly bestowed? Were there no hei- 
ter characters in the country worthy of them? 
How can these men reconcile. the mode in 
which they have Jaid a tax.on income? They 
who were so loud against Mr. Pitt for de- 
stroying the middling. classes, have cone tie 
very same thing, and-foolishly too; for how 
in God's name are they to get at incomes of 
£50a year, arising from day labouring peo- 
ple, and few-earn less? Again, would it not 
have been more popuiar to have eased those 
incomes of 2 or 3 or even 400 a year entire- 
ly and increased the tax proporticnately on 
thase of 10,000 and up -vards, so. as to 
make up the deficiency? It has occurred to 
meas I was writing, and, I therefore, men- 
tion it- in a hasty manner, without much 
consideration. There-are many subjects | 
have not touched on, for I do not expect 
them to do every thing at once. I wish to 
fee a beginuing, and then my contidence 
will begin. 1 have troubled yeu Sir, too long, 
and beg to subscribe myself, Aw Exciisit- 
MAN. 


FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPER. 
Message from the Emperor Nopoleon to the 
French Senate, dgted March 4, 1809. 

Senators, Wishing to give a proof of tie 
affection which we bear to the Princess 5t- 
phanie, niece of our dearly beloved Spouse, 
we have athanced her with , Prince Charies. 
hereditary Prine of Baden, and dave yucge 
it expedient, wader these circuinstances, & 
adopt the said Princess Stephanie Napocon 
as our daughter. ‘This union appears to 0 
to be likewise conformable to ont poe), 
and the welfare of our peopie. Our ce 
partments of the Rhine will con rem plat? 
with pleasure an alliance which will be ‘ 
them a new motive for cultivating the ree 
tions of commerce and good neighbourho- 
with the subjects of the Blector.. The «* 
tinguished qualities of Prince Charles o! Bas 
den are to us a sure guarantee for the hap, 
piness of our danghter. Accustomed (0 * 
you partake in every thing that interes’ ° 
we thought we ought not to delay jutro 
ing you of an alliance which is to us \"! 

: Napreoisos. 
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